In the thigh and leg, after amputation, it not uncommonly happens that everything looks well for a few days, but that then some matter forms, or the limb jerks, or is hot, or the skin gets just a little tight at one part over the bone. In these cases the flap-operation succeeds better than the circular, for it rarely happens that the skin of the circular operation can be got well forward again after it has once begun to retract, or become tight, whilst the mass of muscle and soft parts of a flap can often be brought down again after they have retracted very considerably. In the thigh, puncture of the artery, above its division, is readily avoided in the flap-operation, and cannot well be done in the circular. In the leg, the artery may readily be punctured in passing the knife behind the limb, and wounded above its division; still this is no real objection to the flap-operation below the knee, as the same accident may happen from the use of the catlin. We must pass Mr. Ormerod's account of these medicines in the other secondary symptoms more rapidly under review. Ulceration of the throat is upon the whole better treated by mild mercurials than by any other measure.
In the excavated ulcer this is especially the case, if cinnabar fumigation be simultaneously used. Iodine neither cures so rapidly or so completely as mercury. In a class of cases which combine the appearances of excavated ulcer of the fauces and sloughy ulceration of the pharynx, the local use of cinnabar, and the internal employment of iodine form a very successful mode of treatment. Persons labouring under sloughy or foul ulcers generally require good diet and wine or porter, and, in such, iodine is of the greatest service. Since iodine has been employed in these cases, fumigations have been much discontinued. Where, however, the object is to clean the sore very rapidly, other means having failed, and the patient is strong, fumigation will often be still found In concluding our notice of Mr. Ormerod's " Clinical Collections," we may again repeat our opinion that the work does him great credit. It supplies a good and long-wanted account of the practice prevailing in the surgical wards of one of our largest hospitals, and may be advantageously perused by both student and practitioner. Without sympathizing with that hvpercriticism which insists upon elegance of medical literary composition, we must still regret that the verbal repetitions and neglect of relative pronouns somewhat mar the pleasure of reading a work otherwise so excellent. This is no doubt due to hasty composition, and may be rectified in another edition.
